60s 16ers
Annual General Meeting
Held at The Three Counties Hotel, Hereford
	26th October 2014.	

1. Chairman’s Report
Charlie Wickham chaired the meeting and welcomed the new and current members to the meeting.  He also thanked Reme [Gordon], Lorraine , Liz and support members for all their hard work in organising the event.
There was nothing further to report from the Chairman.

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting.
The members were asked if there were any comments or matters arising from the previous minutes. None were received.
Therefore the minutes were taken as a true record of the meeting.

3. Treasurer’s Report.
Noreen Dixon handed out the budget sheets for 2014 which are attached. She reported the funds are still sufficient that we can invite guests to future events.
Paid up members are 93 this year which is an increase on last year.

Noreen reported that the HSBC bank account was emptied of £3394.25 and deposited same in the Co-op Bank Community account. 
Expenses of £72.98 were taken for the Web Master (Ted).
Subscriptions and interest accepted and balance as of 3.10.14 is £3372.19.

It was agreed that a donation of £50 was to go to the Children’s Cancer Charity via Reme. The other donation was also for £50 is to go to the Chelsea Barracks Flanders Field Memorial Garden for the 1914-1918 war. Noreen said she would arrange this.

4. Bereavements and Apologies.
Keith Harding listed the following bereavements for the past year:
	Carol Birch
	Jim Brooks
	Bill Sweeny (he is not a member of the club, but was a member of 16 Sigs ).
They will be sadly missed.


The following apologies were accepted:
	Col. & Mrs. Pope
	John & Helen Fadley
	Terri Crowe

5. Secretary’s Report.
Keith reported the following new members had joined the club:
	Valerie & Dave Foster
	Bryan & Sheila Peters
	Des & Sue Roberts

A Data base analysis of paid up members showed an increase on last year’s membership. We have a total membership of 190 but only 93 paid up members.
We still have a long way to go before we achieve full paid up membership.
We also have returning members:
	Nick & Denise Nicholas
	Geoff & Pat Lawrence (awaiting their application return)

To keep control of information, it was agreed that all applications should be returned to the secretary along with payment. The secretary should then liaise with the treasurer. Finally, Keith requested that any members who may have changed addresses, telephone details to please contact him so he can update the Data Base.


6. Entertainment Co-ordinators Report.
2013 Reunion Worcester.
I, and the rest of the Entertainment committee, hope that everyone enjoyed the “Musicals” theme for this year. I for one, was extremely pleased with the members
Participation; dressing up, - or not. The willingness of being ‘on stage’ singing songs from your particular choice of musicals, or being at your table and joining in with the singing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2014 Reunion, Hereford.
We were supported this night by the Ben Collins ‘Disco’ (+ Markey), two lads who enjoyed themselves immensely, so much so they asked if they could attend again sometime, so they have been engaged for our Hallo’een: Witches & Wizards theme night (tonight). They have even gone out and bought costumes to join in with us, and they are so looking forward to it. £150.00.
You may already now be aware that our scheduled act for the Gala dinner evening, had to pull out due to an unscheduled medical emergency!
Thanks to Reme (Gordon) & Michelle’s (Hotel) efforts, the situation was handled very professionally, and a stand in, at the last minute – disco; was found, for £200.
The Entertainment committee, along with the other committee members, held a briefing on Saturday morning re: the weekend’s events.
Amongst the topics was the fact that Ben (Collins), was only charging the club £150.00 for Sunday evening. The consensus was to add £50 to his fee which would make the payment £200.00, which brings it in line with the Saturday night disco:.

Resources
Decorations, for this year’s theme night, have been purchased to add to the atmosphere.
The Programme will consist of fun, frolics and games, interspersed with dancing. There will be prizes!
Syd Wilson will be running a fun quiz in the afternoon which will be at 14:00 hrs in the foyer, or if changed, members will be informed of new venue
Decorations: so, what will we do with these decorations after the event?.
The Entertainment Committee agreed to donate them to a secondary school in the area.
To this end, I liaised with Joyce Nicholls who lives here and knows very well the right people to speak to -. The decorations will be donated to *Barns Court School, which is a school for impaired youngsters. The person Joyce spoke to was really enthusiastic as the resources will be used for plays and stimulation, through- out the year. Joyce will pick the resources up on Monday morning and ensure their safe transfer to the school. Many thanks for helping Joyce.
This brings me to:- if you win a prize tonight, and have no particular want or need, then please remember the Barns Court School. Thank you.
Raffle organisers:  Anne and Bill (Sheppard) volunteered last year to take over the raffle from Peter and Nicole who, have run it for a good number of years. A big thank you to Peter and Nicole, Anne and Bill.  Raffle raised £295.00 for both evenings.
Having completed my two year’s service, I will be standing down and for the next volunteer to up the baton. There are some prepared resources for the next volunteer, plus there will be the Entertainment Sub-Committee of Hy (Dixon), Syd (Wilson), Pete (Weedon) and Tom (Watt), who will be of invaluable help.
Finally – the suggestion box, is on the table for future theme night ideas from the membership. This is a club which belongs to all of us, so your ideas are very constructive to the entertainment committee. We know we cannot please all of the people all of the time, but, with members cooperation we can go some way towards that aim. 
Thank you Lorraine Moore (written by Lorraine and typed by Skip)

*Attachment:
Web download of overview of school thoughtfully supplied by Joyce Nicolls	

	
7. Mercury Report.
Ian Haldrane was asking for more stories along with photos for the coming issue.
He asked if you are using Word to input your story and pictures, please insert your pictures into Word as well as sending them to him.
Ian had nothing further to report.

8. Web Master’s Report.
Ted Hebden reported that a new system was introduced in the last few months.
Security is his main aim for the web site. 
He is developing some parts of the web site, this is to improve the site for easier access for everyone who are members.

9. RSA Report.
Bill White reported dates for the coming RSA.
RSA AGM. To be held at The Victory Services Club in London on Sat 14 March 2015.
(Peter and Nichole are planning on attending to represent our group)
The RSA Reunion Weekend is to be held at Blandford, over the weekend of 20/21 June 2015.
Details of both of these events, will be posted on The RSA Website.
Graham is also keen to speak to the CO of 16 Signal Regiment to ask him to be more involved with us once the Regiment has returned to UK next year.

10. Election of  Officers
The Chairman asked for members to come forward and take over the following roles that were up for re-election.
	Chairman. 
	Entertainments Co-ordinator. 
Proposals & Elections. 
Chairman - Peter Crane and Dave Aldous put their names down for this position.
Peter Crane was voted in as new Chairman.
Entertainments Co-ordinator – Syd Wildon offered to take on this post.
Syd Willson was voted in as new Entertainments Co-ordinator. 
All who were previously in the above roles have offered their support, should they require it.
11.Venues for next year 2015.
Next year’s venues were presented by Tom Watt. 
a. Birmingham Holiday Inn.
Executive rooms only
Car park charge – voucher from hotel
Leisure centre available for guests
Cost of £75 per person per night. 
b. Latimer House, Buckinghamshire
They have 10 Single rooms and 40 double rooms available.
Cost for weekend will be £267-£270 per person 
The third venue was presented by Ann & Bill Shepperd.
c. Durrant House Hotel, Bideford.
It is a 125 bedroom hotel.
Cost for whole weekend will be £130 per person and this is for  bed/breakfast and evening meal.
There will be no single supplement.
	Chairman asked for votes for the venues. Durrant House was voted in.
12.Any Other Business.
Sheila Abbot asked if anyone should require a copy of the Book of Catterick, would  they please see her after the meeting. All monies collected were to go to charity.

Keith Harding asked the assembled for their comments on having a dedicated condolence card for the club. It was agreed by all.  
It would be in Corp colours with a Jimmy in the centre with a silhouette of a male and female on either side of the Jimmy. Hazel said she would have a go at making one.

There was an agreement that non members and guests could come to the Gala Dinner for a one off time. If they wished to continue coming then they would have to join the club.

Dave Foster asked if anyone should want a T Shirt, they can order from him at a cost including postage of £15/£16.

John Bradley was made an Honorary Member.

              There being no further business, the meeting closed at 1205 hrs.


Bill White has also received a very nice thank you letter from Graham and Amanda Norton which hopefully he will get Ted (Hebden) to post on our website shortly.
Briefly they said how “heart warming” it was to see that the bonds of friendship developed over fifty years ago still endure and that they had a wonderful time in our company.
